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Introduction to the day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always 

be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing 

world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets 

us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the 

freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians 

will unite more fully in worship and mission. 



(* Please stand as you are able. ) 

Our Purpose 

We are called and empowered by God to lead our family friends, and 
community into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Our Mission 

We will listen to, equip, and accompany each person on their journey to 
know God’s love and the plan of salvation. 

+      +      +      +      +      + 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Reformation Sunday 2020 

Order of Worship 

PRELUDE 
 

P:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 

C:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.             (Psalm 118:24) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
SHARING            God Sightings 

 

GATHERING 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 

Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 

grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 



(* Please stand as you are able. ) 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 

minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 

to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

*GATHERING HYMN  (Organ solo) 

Hymn Title 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit 

renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your 

faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort 

them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 

bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be 



(* Please stand as you are able. ) 

like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 

the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 

the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 

shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for 

they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 

LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: (Read responsively) 
1God is our refuge and strength, 

     a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

 3though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away. R 

 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields   

   with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the 

   earth.” 

 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. R 

 

SECOND READING: 

A reading from Romans. 



(* Please stand as you are able. ) 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 

under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world 

may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified 

in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes 

the knowledge of sin. 

 

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 

disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness 

of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 

distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that 

is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by 

his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, 

because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 

committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By 

that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is 

justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (spoken) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

*GOSPEL: 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 

word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the 

truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of 

Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 

saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits 

sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the 



(* Please stand as you are able. ) 

household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY (Organ solo) 

Hymn Title 

 

 

*CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and  

 his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 



(* Please stand as you are able. ) 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all those in need. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. 

Where the church is in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your 

truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the 

working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we 

care for this planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all 

peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind 

(especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in 

our own land. Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect 

all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. 

Grant healing touch to those who are ill (especially). Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have 

remained firm in their commitment to the one who frees us from sin and 

death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give 

thanks for our ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, 

especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the 

church. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for 

whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



(* Please stand as you are able. ) 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth 

and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who 

hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to 

feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

*DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (spoken)  

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

 God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 



(* Please stand as you are able. ) 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our 

salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen, amen, amen. 



(* Please stand as you are able. ) 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

*COMMUNION SONG (spoken)  

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

  have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

  have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

  grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION  

(Keeping physical distance and wearing your face mask, you are invited 

to come forward to pick up your communion set and return to your seat. 

As you pick-up your communion set, Pastor will say “The body of 

Christ; given for you – The blood of Christ; shed for you.” Once 

everyone has returned to their seats and sat down, we will commune 

together by lifting the bottom edge of our masks, eating the wafer first 

and then drinking the grape juice when the pastor says - ) 

Let us partake of the gifts we have received. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. Amen. 



(* Please stand as you are able. ) 

(The empty cups etc will be collected at this time.) 

 

*SONG AFTER COMMUNION (spoken)  

 Amen. 

 Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 

  your word has been fulfilled. 

 My own eyes have seen the salvation 

  which you have prepared 

  in the sight of ev’ry people: 

  a light to reveal you to the nations 

  and the glory of your people Israel. 

 Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 

united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us 

forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 

love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG     DO WE WANT THIS IF NOT SINGING? 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 
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October 25, 2020 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 

 

Before the Truth Is Finished 

“You will know the truth,” Jesus said, “and the truth will make you free” 

(John 8:32). 

“The truth will set you free,” David Foster Wallace wrote, “but not until 

it’s finished with you.” 

Before the truth is finished with us, it demands that we admit that we are 

not already free. We are enslaved to sin. This is the part of the truth that 

Luther called the law: the hard part that points out that we are controlled 

by our fears and desires, our self-absorption and self-doubt, our 

addictions and facades. 

Here’s the truth: You are not your Sunday best or your Facebook profile. 

You are broken, and enslaved by your attempts to cover it up. That can 

be hard to hear, but until it sinks in we are unable to be released and 

receive the truth of the gospel, the good news of grace. 

Today we celebrate Reformation Day, and in the spirit of Martin Luther 

the church must be always reforming, always pointing beyond itself to 

God’s grace. The temptation is always there to settle for so little: a cozy 

collective of our most presentable selves, the right side of social issues, 

pat answers to incomprehensible mysteries of the universe. 

Jesus’ invitation is to bring the mess that we’re in, the mess that we are. 

We are called to show up as our true selves, fears and regrets and doubts 

and all. God can handle it. The communion of saints—that is, us, the 

people of God—can handle it. You are loved. You are forgiven. You are 

free. 

The truth of God that sets us free first tears us open. Church can and 

must be a place where we bring our broken-open selves and encounter 

the healing power of a God who sees us, knows us, loves us as we are, 

and sets us free. 

 


