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Introduction to the day 

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God 
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the 
Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon 
us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on 
Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 
 

OUR PURPOSE 
We are called and empowered by God to lead our family, friends, and community into a 

deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. 

OUR MISSION 
We will listen to, equip, and accompany each person on their journey to know God’s love and 

the plan of salvation. 

-    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    - 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Baptism of our Lord – January 10, 2021 
 

 

Order of Worship 

 

PRELUDE 

P.   This is the day that the Lord has made. 

C.   Let us rejoice and be glad in it.                     (Psalm 118:24) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
SHARING                                                                God Sightings 

 
CONFESSION 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 
Since we have such a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, let us with confidence draw near to God, that we may receive mercy and find grace 
in time of need. 

     Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your lovingkindness. In your great mercy, 
wash away our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. 
Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do not remove us 
from your presence; do not take your Spirit away. Restore to us the joy of your 
salvation, and sustain us with your Spirit. Amen. 
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God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ to all who confess 
their sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father, and 

of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 
your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led 
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of 
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN   
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GREETING         

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  

And also with you. 

The Word was made flesh, and we beheld his glory. 
Oh, come, let us worship him. 

 

 

EPIPHANY DIALOG 

Arise, shine, for your light has come! 
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

Lift up your eyes and look around: 
all gather together to proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Your sun will never set again. 
The Lord is our light and our salvation. 

Your moon will wane no more. 
The Lord is our light and our salvation. 

Your days of sorrow will end. 
The Lord is our light and our salvation. 

Whom shall we fear? 
Whom shall we fear? The Lord is the strength of our life; whom shall we fear? 

 

GLORY TO GOD  (ELW p. 99) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse 
us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.. 
Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5 

A reading from Genesis. 
 1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 
of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the 
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 29  (Read in unison.) 
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
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 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 7The voice of the LORD 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 
 
 

SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7 

A reading from Acts. 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy 
Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s 
baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to 
believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy 
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were 
about twelve of them. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   (ELW 318) 
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
  
 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

SERMON 
 

 

HYMN of the DAY 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontious Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they 
proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s 
goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us 
pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For the nations of the world and their leaders, especially our nation and leaders in this time of 
transition, for laborers busy both day and night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that God 
inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show 
them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who are in need of 
any kind, especially …., that God shower compassion, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking 
renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us 
pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness 
inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
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Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION 

The magi found the infant Jesus by following his star. May you seek the Lord where he is 
found and call upon him while he is near. 
Amen. 

Christ Jesus is the sun of righteousness. May his radiance bring you warmth and cheer. 
Amen. 

Light and peace are yours through Jesus Christ. May your light so shine before others, that 
they see your works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Let your light shine. 

Thanks be to God.    
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

 

Announcements 

 

Adult Sunday School     Join us at 2:00 PM Sunday 1/10/2021 

Lectionary study on Genesis 1:1-5, Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11 

Teacher – Sue Ingold 

Join using Zoom on your pc:                              Join by phone: Dial (301) 715-8592 
 Meeting ID: 861 6423 0510   Meeting ID: 861 6423 0510 
 Password: church     Password: 561013 
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Happy Birthday to  

 

Jeanette Jones 1/12 

Dalene Zinn 1/12 

Toni Weber 1/16 

Janet Zottoli 1/20 

Robby Weihaus 1/23 

Egon Klatt 1/27 

 

Please let the secretary know if anyone’s 

birthday is missed or incorrect. 

 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

January 10, 2021 

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

A Hitch in the Story 

Was it wildfire nerve? Unchecked audacity? Holy purpose? The hammering of parents’ 
expectations? Maybe the privilege of being kin to Jesus? Or was it eccentricity as peculiar as 
his diet and wardrobe? What desire drove John to the wilderness, into the water of the 
Jordan? What ignited his fiery proclamation of repentance and forgiveness? What current 
pulled crowds from city and country into the water? 

One can say, rightly, that it was ordained by God, compelled by the Holy Spirit, predicted by 
an angel. Yet there is a hitch in the story. Four easily missed but utterly important words gum 
up the works of any timid or tidy explanations: “I am not worthy” (Mark 1:7). 

Something in John’s four words opens the baptismal story to torrents of wonder, floods of 
hope, drenching relief and recovery. 

For some years the two friends had been together through what we often call the thick and 
the thin. They knew this and that, bits and pieces, the here and there of one another’s lives. 
And not only the trivial. They probed each other’s shadowed corridors and crumbling edges. 
Still, there were secrets, withholdings. One day, for reasons wrapped with nothing but the 
ragged swaddling of unaccountable grace, one said to the other, “It has been such a long, 
lonely journey, carrying a suitcase filled with secrets, the shames and deceptions I’ve folded 
and packed.” Then he began to tell. To confess. A repenting, a turning. His friend’s eyes filled 
with tears that watered his cheeks and dripped into his lap. All he could say through the flood 
was, “I love you all the more.” 

Born literally of grace, breaking the dam of John’s four words, “I am not worthy,” is one 
stronger word, the word of the more powerful one: forgiveness. To John and to us who say, “I 
am not worthy,” Jesus answers, “Yes, yes, yes, you are.” 

 


