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 ( *  Please stand as you are able.)  

OUR PURPOSE 
We are called and empowered by God to lead our family, friends, 

and community into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. 

OUR MISSION 
We will listen to, equip, and accompany each person on their 

journey to know God’s love and the plan of salvation. 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 

Welcome Home 
 

PRELUDE 
 
P:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
C:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.             (Psalm 118:24) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
SHARING            God Sightings 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

We need no earthly tent, 
We have a home with God. 

A house not made with hands, 
Eternal in the heavens. 

Of this we can be sure: 
Our promise is God’s word. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection 

Loving God, 
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When our path becomes difficult, we do not always turn to you. We 

look for an easy way out. We escape into avoidance and addiction. 

We forget your promises and seek what does not satisfy. Forgive us 

and bring us back into the strength of your Spirit. 

God is generous and loving and forgiving. Hear and believe that your 

sins are washed away, and that new life is yours through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN (Organ solo) 

I Sing the Almighty Power of God 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all 

And also with you. 

*PEACE 

The minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 

Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us 
live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by 
you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in Scripture, preaching and song. 

FIRST READING                                  Isaiah 45:1-7 
1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2I will go before you 
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  and level the mountains, 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron, 
 3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
  and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name, 
  I surname you, though you do not know me. 
 5I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
 7I form light and create darkness, 
  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the LORD do all these things. 
 
The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm                                          Psalm 96:1-13 
(Read responsively) 

1Sing to the LORD a new song; 

  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 

  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 

 3Declare God’s glory among the nations 

  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 

 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 

  more to be feared | than all gods.  

 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 

  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 

 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 

  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 

 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the LORD hon or and power. 

 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.  

 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 



 ( *  Please stand as you are able.)  

  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
    10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 

  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved    

will judge the peoples with equity.” 

 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all   

that is therein. 

 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your 

coming, O LORD, 

  for you come to judge the earth. 

 13You will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with your truth.  

SECOND READING                     1 Thessalonians:1-10 

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: 
  Grace to you and peace. 
 
  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work 
of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in 
word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be 
among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth 
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith 
in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about 
it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome 
we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a 
living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is 
coming. 

The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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*GOSPEL              Matthew 22:15-22 

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he 
said. 16So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, 
saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of 
God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do 
not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their 
malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 
hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him 
a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose 
title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give 
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; 
and they left him and went away. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

HYMN of the DAY  (Organ solo) 

Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above 

 

*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth; 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
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 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good 
news. Send your Holy Spirit among preachers, missionaries, and 
evangelists. We give thanks for the witness of your servant Luke, the 
evangelist, whom the church commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From 
the rising of the sun to its setting, may the whole universe show forth 
your goodness. Raise up devoted stewards of all that you have made. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore 
divided nations and communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, 
anger, or doubt (especially). Join their voices in a new song, assuring 
them that you call them each by name. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of 
justices, magistrates, court officials, and all vocations of the law, that 
your promise of restoration may be known. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who 
have died in you (especially). We give thanks for their witness, confident 
of your rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for 

whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

(At this time, we offer ourselves to God—our physical resources and our 

whole life—recognizing that all we are and all we have are God’s given 

to us and for which we are stewards. If you have a monetary offering, 

please hold it until time for the distribution of communion. You may also 

give online from the church’s website. When the minister indicates 

please bring your offering forward and place it in the offering plate. Then 

take a prepared communion set back to your seat and hold it until the 

minister instructs the entire congregation to open their individual 

communion sets and partake together.) 

Let us pray. Make us stewards in your world, O God, and let these gifts 

we offer speak for us in response to your love and generosity. Join us 

with our brothers and sisters everywhere on earth, that all may know 

your mercy and care, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

When our congregation gathers for the celebration of Holy Communion, 

we hear again the story of God’s mighty acts and of the love shown us in 

the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

With thanksgiving we remember that “in the night in which he was 

betrayed, he took the bread, gave thanks; broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: 

‘Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.’ 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: 
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‘This is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

We were given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift of his 

Holy Spirit. Now we bring to you this same bread of life and this same 

cup of blessing, that you may be strengthened through your participation 

in the body of Christ. Amen. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the Lord taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

(Keeping physical distance and wearing your face mask, you are invited 

to come forward to pick up your communion set and return to your seat. 

As you pick-up your communion set, Pastor will say “The body of Christ; 

given for you – The blood of Christ; shed for you.” Once everyone has 

returned to their seats and sat down, we will commune together by lifting 

the bottom edge of our masks, eating the wafer first and then drinking 

the grape juice when the pastor says - ) 

Let us partake of the gifts we have received. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. Amen. 

(The empty cups etc will be collected at this time.) 
 

*THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  

We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in 
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your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us out in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God the creator, † Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE    
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20th Sunday After Pentecost 

October 11, 2020 

Announcements 

 

 Pastor Marburger’s contact information: 

Cell phone : (717) 364-9971 

Email : rajoma69@gmail.com 

Office hours : Tuesdays 10:00 am to noon  

 

 The secretary’s office hours have changed. Paul will be 

in the office on Tuesdays from 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM 

and Friday afternoons. He will be working from home on 

Wednesdays until the pandemic subsides. Paul can be 

reached at 412-760-4104 (cell) or by email at 

stmarklutheranchurch@verizon.net or 

paul@teamingold.com. 

 

 Please join us for Adult Sunday School at 7:00 pm this 

Sunday night on Zoom.  You don’t need a computer – 

you can call in, listen and participate.  Sue Ingold 

starting a new class on the book “Crossing the 

Scriptures” by Debra Chapoton, A background in 

languages helped in Debra's exploration of ancient 

Hebrew.  A year long class on the relationship between 

Hebrew and the Old and New Testaments led to this 

book.  She is an educator in both public and Christian 

education. 

This is "A starter course for new believers, a dessert for 

long-time believers and a buffet for all Christians".   

CROSSING THE SCRIPTURES explains the themes of 

each individual book in a new way, so whether you're a 

new Christian or have studied the Word all your life you 

will be amazed at the divine links between these books 

based on the Hebrew alphabet. This eye-opening way of 



approaching the Scriptures will edify young and old 

alike.  

          Join us on Zoom: 

          By computer:  Meeting ID:   861 6423 0510 

                             Password:     church 

          By phone:     Dial in #:      301-715-8592 

                             Meeting ID:  861 6423 0510 

                             Password:     561013 

 

 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are available for 

you to pick up at the exits. We will have a blessing of 

the boxes on November 8. Please bring your filled 

shoeboxes then. Contact Sue Ingold with any questions, 

412-600-4947. 

 

Happy Birthday to  

  

Alexandra Arnold 10/19 

Bradley Sabolcik 10/19 

Jennifer Hadley 10/21 

Cheryl Cordeschi 10/25 

Lou Naples 10/27 

Lynn Weihaus 10/28 

Allison Sabolcik 10/29 

Shelly Tonti 10/29 

  

 

Please let the secretary know if anyone’s 

birthday is missed or incorrect. 


