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Introduction to the day 

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision 

of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the 

Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends 

hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled 

to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first 

place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has 

enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to see. 
 
 

OUR PURPOSE 
We are called and empowered by God to lead our family, friends, and community into a 

deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. 

OUR MISSION 
We will listen to, equip, and accompany each person on their journey to know God’s love and 

the plan of salvation. 

-    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    - 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Last Sunday after Epiphany – February 14, 2021 
 

 

Order of Worship 

 

PRELUDE 

P.   This is the day that the Lord has made. 

C.   Let us rejoice and be glad in it.                     (Psalm 118:24) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
SHARING                                                                God Sightings 

 
CONFESSION 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 
Since we have such a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, let us with confidence draw near to God, that we may receive mercy and find grace 
in time of need. 

     Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
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Gracious God, 
 
Have mercy on us, according to your lovingkindness. In your great mercy, wash away 
our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. 
Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do not remove us 
from your presence; do not take your Spirit away. Restore to us the joy of your 
salvation, and sustain us with your Spirit. Amen. 
 
God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ to all who confess 
their sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father, and 

of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN   

 

 

GREETING         

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  

And also with you. 
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EPIPHANY DIALOG 

Arise, shine, for your light has come! 
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

Lift up your eyes and look around: 
all gather together to proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Your sun will never set again. 
The Lord is our light and our salvation. 

Your moon will wane no more. 
The Lord is our light and our salvation. 

Your days of sorrow will end. 
The Lord is our light and our salvation. 

Whom shall we fear? 
Whom shall we fear? The Lord is the strength of our life; whom shall we fear? 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. 
Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12 
A reading from 2 Kings. 

 1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent 
me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel 
came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master 
away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, 
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 
Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, 
“Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, 
“Yes, I know; be silent.” 
  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, 
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went 
on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, 
as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and 
struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them 
crossed on dry ground. 
  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He 
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 
will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 
heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them 
in two pieces. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Psalm: Psalm 50:1-6  (Read in unison.) 
Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth in glory. (Ps. 50:2) 

 1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 
  calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 
  God shines | forth in glory. 
 3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 
  with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm. 
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 4God calls the heavens and the earth from above 
  to witness the judgment of the people. 
 5“Gather before me my loyal followers, 
  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 
 6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 
  for it is God who is judge. 
 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of 
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we 
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God 
who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   (ELW 318) 
 

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is 
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good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 
him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only 
Jesus. 
 
  9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they 
had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN of the DAY 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith. 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontious Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
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   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and for all 
who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep; mountains, 
clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our 
stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security 
guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they 
witness to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For all who suffer this day (especially), that Christ our healer transform sickness into health, 
loneliness into companionship, bereavement into consolation, and suffering into peace, let us 
pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who cannot be 
with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed 
around and among us, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage (especially 
missionaries Cyril and Methodius), that their lives of service and prayer inspire us in our 
living, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The magi found the infant Jesus by following his star. May you seek the Lord where he is 
found and call upon him while he is near. 
Amen. 

Christ Jesus is the sun of righteousness. May his radiance bring you warmth and cheer. 
Amen. 

Light and peace are yours through Jesus Christ. May your light so shine before others, that 
they see your works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Let your light shine. 

Thanks be to God.    
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

 

After the postlude feel free to unmute and be a part of the BYOCnD (Bring Your Own Coffee n 
Donuts) fellowship time. Re-connect with your church friends. 

Announcements 

 

Adult Sunday School     Join us at 2:00 PM Sunday, 2/14/2021 

Lectionary study on 2 Kings 2:1-12, Psalm 50:1-6, 2 Corinthians 4:3-6, and Mark 9:2-9. 

Teacher – Sue Ingold 

Join using Zoom on your pc:                              Join by phone: Dial (301) 715-8592 
 Meeting ID: 861 6423 0510   Meeting ID: 861 6423 0510 
 Password:   church     Password:   561013 
 
 
Ash Wednesday Service 

We will be observing Ash Wednesday at 7:00 pm on February 17.  The service will be on 

Zoom.  We will not be able to distribute ashes, but join us via Zoom and start your walk to the 

cross. 

Join us Wednesday, February 17 at 7:00 pm  

       Meeting ID:  856 2680 1615,        Password: church     
 or   by phone: (301) 715-6592,     Meeting ID:856 2680 1615,     Password: 280633 
 

Lenten Series to start February 24 

Join us for the Lenten series, God’s Love Is Shown This worship series for Lent delves into 

the rich and diverse aspects of our Lord’s love for us shown most clearly in the life, suffering, 

death and resurrection of Jesus. Each service focuses specifically on a meaningful descriptor 

of God’s love and applies that description to the words and actions of our Lord who is God’s 

love incarnate come down to save us.   

Join us for worship on Zoom Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. 
       Meeting ID:  856 2680 1615,         Password: church 
 or   by phone: (301) 715-6592,     Meeting ID:856 2680 1615,     Password: 280633 
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Monthly Devotionals are Available 

We have monthly devotionals available for your use.  Both Christ in Our Home (January, 

February, March 2021) and Word for You Today (December, January, February 2021) are 

available.  If you would like a copy sent to your home, please contact Sue Ingold either by 

email (sue@teamingold.com) or by phone (412-600-4947) and she will mail it to you.  They 

will be available every quarter – just let Sue know that you’d like one. 

 
Meals On Wheels Fund Raiser 
Brookline Meals on Wheels located at St. Mark's Lutheran in Brookline serves Brookline, 
Beechview, and parts of Baldwin Twp and Dormont.  Meals cost $5 and the rest of the cost is 
subsidized by donations and grants.   
 
Submit your order for Sarris Easter Candy, and Brookline Meals on Wheels will receive 25% 
of the sale.  Free ground shipping is included with a five dollar handling fee.  Additional 
shipping may be due as indicated on their website as your order is placed. 
 
Attached is the website and ordering information for our sale.  Just an FYI Brookline MOW 
group Number is 10-3722  and orders must be placed by March 29.  Questions may be 
addressed via live chat with Sarris Candy on the website.  Please feel free to share this 
information with others. 
 
Thank you for your support, and blessings! 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday to  

 

Gavin Komaromi 2/3 

Carol Ingold 2/11 

Jean Prosser 2/15 

Joan Naumann 2/26 

 

 

Please let the secretary know if anyone’s 

birthday is missed or incorrect. 

 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

 

 

 

mailto:sue@teamingold.com
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

February 14, 2021 

TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

A Cosmos of Kaleidoscopic Fragments 

It was several months since her death, months of looking to make sense of his pained world 
that had changed so completely. In desperation, he wandered into a room of unknown faces, 
a circle of uncertainty. Welcome. Names. Introductions. Then instructions from the grief 
counselor: “Next week, bring an item, something that will let us know your loved one.” 

He wondered how that could possibly be done. What one thing, what symbol would be able 
to define a whole life? What to bring? Her hiking boots or blue sport sandals, the spinning 
wheel, a gardenia bush or bouquet of zinnias? The gold wedding ring worn for thirty years? 
Her passport? Perhaps one of her paintings. Maybe her recipe for spaghetti sauce with 
olives—no, better, her grandmother’s date cookies. The flannel-lined jeans or white linen 
dress? A picture of her children, her Bible, a book, her diary? He did not return to the circle. 
He could not imagine any token to be stand-in for a whole life. 

There with Jesus on a high mountain apart from the comings and goings below, just hours 
away from when he would foretell his own suffering and death, three disciples grasped for a 
full-screen image of their rabbi, Jesus. In one dazzling flash of terrifying brightness they 
thought they had found it. But then the same voice that presided over Jesus’ baptism 
interjected: “This is my Son . . .” (Mark 9:7). Suddenly, a cosmos of kaleidoscopic fragments 
rushed in: there was Jesus restoring sight to blind eyes, defying demonic strongholds, settling 
seas, passing bread and multiplying fish, rattling an empire, embracing a child, drinking the 
Samaritan’s water, eating the sinners’ meals, casting mercy about like seed, robing enemies 
in love, championing the lowly, promising life, accepting death. There is no way that this 
Jesus could be condensed into a single moment, image, or being. 

As if to say, “Don’t be blinded by the light,” from the cloud there came a voice: “This is my 
Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 
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