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OUR PURPOSE 
We are called and empowered by God to lead our family, friends, 

and community into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. 

OUR MISSION 
We will listen to, equip, and accompany each person on their 

journey to know God’s love and the plan of salvation. 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 

(* Please stand as you are able.) 

Welcome Home 
 

PRELUDE 
 
P:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
C:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.             (Psalm 118:24) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
SHARING            God Sightings 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

We need no earthly tent, 
We have a home with God. 

A house not made with hands, 
Eternal in the heavens. 

Of this we can be sure: 
Our promise is God’s word. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection 



Loving God, 

When our path becomes difficult, we do not always turn to you. We 

look for an easy way out. We escape into avoidance and addiction. 

We forget your promises and seek what does not satisfy. Forgive us 

and bring us back into the strength of your Spirit. 

God is generous and loving and forgiving. Hear and believe that your 

sins are washed away, and that new life is yours through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN                                                        (Organ solo) 

“Marching to Zion” 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all 

And also with you. 

*PEACE 

The minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 

Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life 

with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and 

awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in Scripture, preaching and song. 

FIRST READING                                Amos 5:18-24 

 18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 
  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 
 It is darkness, not light; 
  19as if someone fled from a lion, 



  and was met by a bear; 
 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
  and was bitten by a snake. 
 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 
  and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 
 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 
  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
  I will not accept them; 
 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
  I will not look upon. 
 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
 24But let justice roll down like waters, 
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 
The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm                                                Psalm 70 
(Read in unison) 

1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 

  O LORD, make haste to help me. 

 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 

  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back      

and be disgraced.  

 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me 

  turn back because of their shame. 

 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 

  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is 

the LORD!” 

 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O 

God. 

  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry. 

 

SECOND READING                  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 
those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have 
no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this 
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who 



are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who 
have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 
archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, 
who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet 
the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*GOSPEL                 Matthew 25:1-13 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like 
this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took 
flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them 
became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! 
Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the 
wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had 
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they 
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the 
other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he 
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

HYMN of the DAY                                                            (Organ solo) 

“Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine” 

 

 



*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth; 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the 

outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. 

Enliven our worship with sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the 

work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in praise 

and prayer (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the 

world you have made. Bless the work of landscapers, 

architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious 

living with your creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. 

Reign over the courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those 

who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be 



present in cases where we long for both justice and mercy to 

prevail (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. 

Share the hours of those who live and eat alone. Comfort those 

who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and 

place in this world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the 

lives of active duty and retired military personnel. Comfort all 

who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the 

wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service 

members. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of 

all who have died. Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our 

own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your 

kingdom. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, 

until that day when you gather all creation around your throne 

where you will reign forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING of the SHOEBOXES 
 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

(At this time, we offer ourselves to God—our physical resources and our 

whole life—recognizing that all we are and all we have are God’s given 

to us and for which we are stewards. If you have a monetary offering, 

please hold it until time for the distribution of communion. You may also 

give online from the church’s website. When the minister indicates 

please bring your offering forward and place it in the offering plate. Then 

take a prepared communion set back to your seat and hold it until the 

minister instructs the entire congregation to open their individual 

communion sets and partake together.) 



Let us pray. Make us stewards in your world, O God, and let these gifts 

we offer speak for us in response to your love and generosity. Join us 

with our brothers and sisters everywhere on earth, that all may know 

your mercy and care, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

When our congregation gathers for the celebration of Holy Communion, 

we hear again the story of God’s mighty acts and of the love shown us in 

the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

With thanksgiving we remember that “in the night in which he was 

betrayed, he took the bread, gave thanks; broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: 

‘Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.’ 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: 

‘This is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

We were given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift of his 

Holy Spirit. Now we bring to you this same bread of life and this same 

cup of blessing, that you may be strengthened through your participation 

in the body of Christ. Amen. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the Lord taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come, your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  
Amen. 
 



THE DISTRIBUTION 

(Keeping physical distance and wearing your face mask, you are invited 

to come forward to pick up your communion set and return to your seat. 

As you pick-up your communion set, Pastor will say “The body of Christ; 

given for you – The blood of Christ; shed for you.” Once everyone has 

returned to their seats and sat down, we will commune together by lifting 

the bottom edge of our masks, eating the wafer first and then drinking 

the grape juice when the pastor says - ) 

Let us partake of the gifts we have received. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. Amen. 

(The empty cups etc will be collected at this time.) 
 

*THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  

We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in 

your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us out in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God the creator, † Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen. 

 



*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE    

 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

23rd Sunday After Pentecost 

November 8, 2020 

Announcements 

 

Pastor Marburger’s contact information: 

 Cell phone: (717) 364-9971 

 Email:  rajoma69@gmail.com 

 Office hours: Tuesday 10:00 am to Noon 

 

Adult Sunday School: 

 When:  Sunday Evening at 7:00 pm 

  Subject: “Crossing the Scriptures”  

    by Debra Chapoton 

 Teacher: Sue Ingold 

 How to join: By computer using Zoom: 

    Meeting ID = 861 6423 0510 

    Password = church 

   By phone: 

    Dial in # = (301) 715-8592 

    Meeting ID = 861 6423 0510 

    Password – 561013 



Annual Meeting: 

Mark your calendar on November 15!!! 

The Annual Meeting will be held on November 15 as part 

of our worship service. We will meet in the sanctuary and 

there will NOT be a luncheon after the meeting. We ask 

that you come to be involved in the business of the 

church. 

Discussion on agenda items will be limited to 2 minutes 

per speaker. Masks and physical distancing will be 

required. 

The Church Council will meet the week of November 8th 

to confirm plans for the meeting. Emails will be sent to 

finalize the meeting date. Annual Reports for 2020 will be 

emailed to members before the meeting. A limited 

number of printed copies will be available on the 15th. 

 

Happy Birthday to  

  

Karol Rosengarth 11/10 

Jessica Zottoli 11/16 

Patti Miesel 11/21 

Sherri Brozell 11/24 

  

  

  

  

  

Please let the secretary know if anyone’s 

birthday is missed or incorrect. 

 

 

 



Dear friends 

We miss seeing so many of you in person here at the shelter serving meals, 
volunteering in the pantry or bringing in collected donations. 

While we all endure these coming months together—please continue to keep the 
staff and residents of Northside Common Ministries Pleasant Valley Shelter and 
the Northside Community Food Pantry in your thoughts and prayers. 

Holding an in person collection of items at this time is very complicated –we 
wanted to share with you our Amazon wish list in case you may wish to send 
some donations in a completely socially distant and safe way. Simply 
put http://a.co/ezYxoK9 into your internet browser and find the list of commonly 
needed items at our shelter (assorted sizes of men’s tee shirts, twin size sheet 
sets, new white bath towels, disposable razors and bar soap). Our Food Pantry 
currently is seeking cash donations to be used to help with operations and food 
donations via amazon are also welcomed. 

Additionally if you visit our webpage at www.ncmin.org you can find a link to our 
Alternative Gift Coupon Book which is a wonderful way to give a friend a holiday 
gift while helping shelter a homeless man or feed a hungry family at the same 
time. 

Be safe and healthy and may we all find peace and calm in 2021 

 Jay Poliziani 

Director, Northside Common Ministies 
A program of Goodwill of Southwestern PA 
1601 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

412 323 1163              www.ncmin.org             facebook.com/NCMinistries1 

http://a.co/ezYxoK9
http://www.ncmin.org/

