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Introduction to the day 

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the faithful 

are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the 

first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We 

gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of 

all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known 

in our loving words and deeds. 



OUR PURPOSE 
We are called and empowered by God to lead our family, friends, and community into a deeper 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

OUR MISSION 
We will listen to, equip, and accompany each person on their journey to know God’s love and the 

plan of salvation. 

-    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    - 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Christ the King Sunday 2020 
 

Order of Worship 

 

PRELUDE 

P.   This is the day that the Lord has made. 

C.   Let us rejoice and be glad in it.                     (Psalm 118:24) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
SHARING             God Sightings 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 
 



*GATHERING SONG        “Rejoice the Lord is King”           LBW # 171 
 

 1 Rejoice, the Lord is king! 
 Your Lord and king adore; 
 rejoice, give thanks, and sing, 
 and triumph evermore: 
 
Refrain 
 Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
 rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
2 Our Savior Jesus reigns, 
 the God of truth and love; 
 when he had purged our stains, 
 he took his seat above:  Refrain 
 
3 His kingdom cannot fail; 
 he rules o’er earth and heav’n; 
 the keys of death and hell 
 are to our Jesus giv’n:  Refrain 
 
 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
 
 
*KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, 
and for our salvation, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, 
and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of your 
grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING ……………………………………………………………………….Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

A reading from Ezekiel. 
11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek 
out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them 
from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring 
them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I 
will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I 
will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall 
lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will 
be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I 
will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the 
strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
  20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean 
sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns 
until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will 
judge between sheep and sheep. 
  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and 
be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, 
the LORD, have spoken. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM:  (Read in unison) ……………………………………………………………………..……Psalm 95:1-7a  
1Come, let us sing to the LORD; 
  let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms. 
3For you, LORD, are a great God, 
  and a great ruler above all gods. 
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are | also yours.  
5The sea is yours, for you made it, 
  and your hands have molded the dry land. 
6Come, let us worship and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the LORD our maker. 
7aFor the LORD| is our God, 
  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of 
   God’s hand.  
 

 



SECOND READING………………………………………………………………………..… Ephesians 1:15-23 

A reading from Ephesians. 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do 
not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness 
of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over 
all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (spoken) 

Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. 

 

*HOLY GOSPEL…………………………………………………………………………….…. Matthew 25:31-46 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at 
his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that 
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 
and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison 
and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that 
are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then 
they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it 
to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 



HYMN OF THE DAY       “Now Thank We All Our God”       LBW #534 

1 Now thank we all our God 
 with hearts and hands and voices, 
 who wondrous things has done, 
 in whom his world rejoices; 
 who, from our mothers’ arms, 
 has blest us on our way 
 with countless gifts of love, 
 and still is ours today. 
 
2 Oh, may this bounteous God 
 through all our life be near us, 
 with ever joyful hearts 
 and blessed peace to cheer us, 
 and keep us in his grace, 
 and guide us when perplexed, 
 and free us from all harm 
 in this world and the next. 
 
3 All praise and thanks to God 
 the Father now be given, 
 the Son, and him who reigns 
 with them in highest heaven, 
 the one eternal God, 
 whom earth and heav’n adore; 
 for thus it was, is now, 
 and shall be evermore. 
 
Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878 
  

*NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social ministries of 
the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the needs of all 
people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages (especially). Grant opportunities for ending divisions among 
us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and prejudice. 
Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away (especially). Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who work in 
children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick. Inspire 
us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation 
around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 



as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
*BLESSING 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance 
with Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The God of all grace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN     “All Creatures of Our God and King”     LBW #527 

 
 1 All creatures of our God and King. 
   Lift up your voice with us and sing: 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  O burning sun with golden beam 
   And silver moon with softer gleam: 
  
 Refrain 
  Oh, praise Him ! Oh, praise Him ! 
   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia ! 

 
 

 5 O ev’ryone of tender heart, 
  Forgiving others, take your part, 
 Oh, praise Him ! Alleluia ! 
 All you who pain and sorrow bear, 
  Praise God and lay on Him your care.  Refrain 
 

 7 Let all things their Creator bless 
  And worship God in humbleness. 
 Oh, praise Him ! Alleluia ! 
 Oh, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
  And praise the Spirit, Three in One,  Refrain 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  
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Christ the King Sunday 

November 22, 2020 

Announcements 

Welcome to our first remote worship service!  It will be different by not joining together in person, 

but when we gather even electronically, we know that Christ is with us.  

Please join with us on Zoom, Meeting ID: 864 6126 4077, password: church at 9:30 am.  The 

bulletin will be sent each week for you to participate each Sunday.  Everyone who joins on Zoom 

will be muted, but we encourage you to read, respond and sing as though you were sitting in the 

pew.  See you at 9:30 each Sunday! 

How to join: By computer using Zoom: 

    Meeting ID = 856 2680 1615 

    Password = church 

   By phone: 

    Dial in # = (301) 715-8592 

    Meeting ID = 856 2680 1615 

    Password = 280633 

 

Pastor Marburger’s contact information: 

 Cell phone: (717) 364-9971 

 Email:  rajoma69@gmail.com 

 Office hours: Tuesday 10:00 am to Noon 

. 

 

Adult Sunday School: 

Join us every Sunday for Adult Sunday School.  Sue Ingold will be wrapping up the study 

“Crossing the Scriptures” this week.  Ray Prosser will begin an Advent study next Sunday, 

“Unwrapping Advent.  Celebrating the Wonder of Jesus’ Arrival Then and Now”.  This is a 4-

week devotional written by Margaret Feinberg.  Please note that the Zoom Meeting ID is 

different for Sunday School. 

 When:  Sunday Evening at 7:00 pm 

  Subject: “Crossing the Scriptures”  

    by Debra Chapoton 



 Teacher: Sue Ingold 

 How to join: By computer using Zoom: 

    Meeting ID = 861 6423 0510 

    Password = church 

   By phone: 

    Dial in # = (301) 715-8592 

    Meeting ID = 861 6423 0510 

    Password – 561013 

 

 Council Members for 2020-2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to  

  

Sherri Brozell 11/24 

Brianna Noar 12/1 

Tom Hough 12/3 

Karen Arnold 12/6 

Sue Ingold 12/6 

Bill Noar 12/6 

Lori Martin 12/8 

 

Please let the secretary know if anyone’s 

birthday is missed or incorrect. 

 

 

 OFFICE NAME PHONE 

1. President Sue Ingold 412-600-4947 

2. Secretary Cathy Fallos 412-807-1423 

3. Christian Education Stacey Weihaus 412-608-5445 

4. Congregational Life Sherri Brozell 412-488-2671 

5. Evangelism Sue Earley 724-825-2634 

6. Facilities Howie Ingold 412-160-0078 

7. Member Care Cheryl Vergot 412-344-6257 

8. Stewardship Ray Prosser 412-977-9018 

9. Study Open  

10. Worship Dave Wood 412-260-3207 



November 22, 2020 

CHRIST THE KING 

Action and Reflection 

The story of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25 begins with the Son of Man on a throne. It is 

an image of a king sitting in judgment. In any era of human history, this image of an all-

powerful ruler sitting in judgement would be consistent with our images of power and authority. 

What follows runs against all of our expectations. The king connects his presence to the people 

who are poor and oppressed. This does not fit our human practices of power. Even a benevolent 

leader is not seen in the presence of the least among us. 

Though Jesus makes this connection, it is easy to read this story and get hooked into the power 

dynamics of judgment. We may wonder if we are a sheep or a goat and think about this status in 

an eternal sense as it relates to our relationship with God. This heavy reflection may lead us to 

think we might somehow have to earn our way into God’s grace. 

The theology of the cross finds Jesus exercising his kingship through the weakness of the cross. 

From the resurrection that follows this death, we receive the gift of life. This gift comes with the 

freedom to leave aside worries about eternity in favor of attending to faithful living today. If 

Jesus frees us from concern about our relationship with God, the story of the sheep and the goats 

becomes more of a checklist for grace-filled living than a scorecard for eternity. It becomes an 

invitation and a guide rather than an indictment. 

Included in this invitation is an opportunity for reflection. Neither the sheep nor the goats realize 

how their actions have or have not been faithful. In this way the story gives us a simple gift by 

which to measure our path in faith and reflect on the ways we spend our days. 

 

 


