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Please join us on Zoom at 9:30 AM Sundays 

Join by computer using Zoom: Meeting ID = 856 2680 1615 Password = church 

or 

Join by phone:            Dial in # = (301) 715-8592 

Meeting ID = 856 2680 1615  Password = 280633 

Remember you can also invite friends or family members to join us. 



Our Purpose 

We are called and empowered by God to lead our family friends, and community into a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 

Our Mission 

We will listen to, equip, and accompany each person on their journey to know God’s love and the plan of 
salvation. 

+      +      +      +      +      + 

Introduction to the day 

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary Magdalene, Mary the 

mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. 

But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and 

resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share this good news with all 

the world. Alleluia! 

 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Easter Sunday 

He is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

Order of Worship 

*Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE 
 

P:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 

C:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.             (Psalm 118:24) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
SHARING                                                                                 God Sightings 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

*GATHERING HYMN 

 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 



*KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection 

you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in 

the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
(Please be seated.) 

FIRST READING:   Acts 10:34-43                                                                       Readings by  Karen Arnold 

A reading from Acts. 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation 

anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the 

people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 



Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 

people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 

dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 

the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM:     (Read responsively.) 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2Let Israel now declare, 

  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not die, but live, 

  and declare the works of the LORD.  

 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 

  here the righteous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation.  

 22The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has this been done; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 

SECOND READING:    1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn 

received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message 

that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 

  3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five 

hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I 

am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the 

grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder 



than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so 

we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*HOLY GOSPEL     Mark 16:1-8 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so 

that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had 

risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 

the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 

been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right 

side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, 

who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his 

disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they 

went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, 

for they were afraid. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON          Patti Miesel 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN of the DAY 

 
 

*CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 



of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear 

us and answer in steadfast love. 

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power of your love that is 

stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds sway. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. Bring it to blossom and 

flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our care for what you have made. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace. Draw together 

people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire new beginnings. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid or confused, those 

who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve. Assure them of your promises. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called your beloved in 

baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our community, especially through 

Parkside Residence Communion Ministry, Meals On Wheels, and Backyard Angel. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join with Benedict the 

African and all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!” Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



*EASTER DOXOLOGY 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

*DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 

you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 

  

You formed the earth from chaos; 

you encircled the globe with air; 

you created fire for warmth and light; 

you nourish the lands with water. 

You molded us in your image, 

and with mercy higher than the mountains, 

with grace deeper than the seas, 

you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 

  

That also we, estranged and dying, 

might be adopted to live in your Spirit, 

you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Together as the body of Christ, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 

the first-born of your new creation. 

We remember his life lived for others, 

and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 

We await his coming, 

when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 

all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 

send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 

whose breath revives us for life, 

whose fire rouses us to love. 

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 



  

Holy and benevolent God, 

receive our praise and petitions, 

as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 

and fill us with your blessing, 

until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 

we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: 

through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*COMMUNION SONG 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

   have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

   have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

   grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION  

(Keeping physical distance and wearing your face mask, you are invited to come forward to pick up your 

communion set and return to your seat. As you pick-up your communion set, Pastor will say “The body of 

Christ; given for you – The blood of Christ; shed for you.” Once everyone has returned to their seats and sat 

down, we will commune together by lifting the bottom edge of our masks, eating the wafer first and then 

drinking the grape juice when the pastor says –“ Let us partake of the gifts we have received.” ) 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

Let us partake of the gifts we have received. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new 

life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we 

may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*SENDING SONG 

 
 

 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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Announcements 

 

Adult Sunday School            

Join us for in-person Sunday School next week in Miesel Hall.  Jean Prosser and Sue Ingold will be 

team teaching on the first chapter of James.  As the old adage goes, you have to ask the right 

questions before you can get the right answers.  We can easily become entangled in the cares of this 

world and forget the important things in life. When we lose sight of the big picture, James reminds us 

what truly matters--the gospel. He challenges us to be "doers of the Word, and not hearers only." The 

gospel should define how we think, feel, and act.  Join us as we experience God’s Word, learning 

about endurance and how to grow in wisdom.  We will look at Chapter 1 in eight lessons.  Come join 

us as we grow in our faith.   

Monthly Devotionals are Available 

We have monthly devotionals available for your use.  Both Christ in Our Home (January, February, 

March and April, May, June 2021) and Word for You Today (December, January, February and 

March, April, May 2021) are available.  If you would like a copy sent to your home, please contact 

Sue Ingold either by email (sue@teamingold.com) or by phone (412-600-4947) and she will mail it to 

you.  They will be available every quarter – just let Sue know that you’d like one. 

During this time  

Please remember as we join together in worship to wear your mask and physically distance.  We 

want everyone to stay healthy during this time of pandemic. 

We NEED your survey 

The Call Committee is working hard to find a pastor but needs YOUR input.  If you haven’t completed 
a survey yet, please complete an MSP survey on what you think is important in a pastor and return to 
the office or mail it with “Call Committee” marked on the envelope.  You can find a survey in the 
Narthex.  If you have questions, see Jack Miesel. 

 

Happy Birthday to  

Janet Haas 4/8 

Richard Knouff 4/8 

Kris Knouff 4/10 

Mark Miesel 4/10 

Andriana 

Lewandowski 

Dan Baldauff 

4/11 

 

4/12 

Teresa Miesel 4/12 

 

 

 

Please let the secretary know if anyone’s 

birthday is missed or incorrect. 

mailto:sue@teamingold.com


 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

April 4, 2021 

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, EASTER DAY 

On the Other Side of Fear 

The very last verse of this morning’s gospel comprises what scholars believe to be the original ending of Mark. 

Somewhat alarmingly, the final words are “they were afraid” (Mark 16:8). If you crack open your Bible today, 

you’ll see a few other paragraphs and endings beyond this verse; however, Mark 16:8 is thought to have been 

the original end to the book. 

As people who are used to greeting Easter morning with flowers, banners, trumpets, and boisterous hymns, this 

original ending to Mark, filled with fear and silence, isn’t quite what we expect to find at the empty tomb! The 

end of Mark’s Easter story can feel disquieting; maybe that’s why a faithful person added another ending or 

two. 

Fear and silence are hallmarks of human life. Anyone who says they have never been afraid is either living 

under a rock or probably not sharing the full truth of their experience of things. As vulnerable human creatures, 

we are susceptible to fear, which can cascade into silence at our worst when we are most frightened. That is 

exactly where we meet the disciples today. 

Yet someone, sometime, somewhere, had to have said something, or else we would not be here worshiping at 

Easter. At some point joy crept up and leapt over the disciples’ terror and paralysis. At some point the words 

were blurted out and released into the air with gladness: “Christ is risen, alleluia!” 

Today, we enter the story on the other side of fear and silence. Someone among those disciples did indeed 

proclaim the truth: Christ is risen! We can rest assured knowing that despair and death don’t have the last word. 

Drawn into the resurrection life of Jesus, we are invited to take part in this movement of God, shouting with 

loud praise, “Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Easter Flower Donations 

Howie & Carol Ingold In memory of Betty, Barney Joe & Beverly (4 mums) 
 

  
Ray & Jan Hatfield To the glory of God (2 lilies) 

 

  
Ray & Jean Prosser To the glory of. God for His steadfast love (2 mums, 2 tulips) 

 

  
Lynn Weihaus In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Weihaus (1 tulip) 

 

  
Sharen & Jeff Duff in memory of Eleanor Zender (1 tulip) 

 

Lori & Shannon Martin 
 
In memory of John Martin and Peggy Short (2 mums) 

 

  
Janis Sabolcik In memory of Paul, Eva Mae & Bob Stoehr, John, Edna & Bill 

Stoehr, Harry & Sadie Muth (1 mum, 2 lilies) 
 

  
Ruth Smith To the glory of God (1 mum, 1 lily) 

 

  
Sue & Paul Ingold To the glory of God (2 mums, 3 tulips, 1 lily) 

 

  
Bonnie & Don Coester To the glory of God (2 mums) 

 

  
Carol & Terry Gogarty In memory of Bill & Susan Muth (Parents) (1 lily) 

 

  
Susanne E. Miller In memory of Dianna Lynn Miller (1 tulip) 

 

  
Patti & Jack Miesel With thanks to God for Children, Grandchildren and Great 

Grandchildren (2 mums) 
 

  

Bea Allemang With Thanks to God for all His blessings and to the Glory  
of God (1 mum, 1 tulip, 1 lily) 

 

  
Nancy Gibbs In Memory of Bill and Danny Gibbs (2 tulips) 

 

Please take your flowers after the service.   

Thanks. 

 

 


